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Feb. 19: The Peruvian Health Ministry reported that since Sunday, Feb. 17, 2,000 persons had been
infected with cholera per day. The death toll thus far, said the ministry, was 115, and the total of
hospitalized and infected persons, 5,127 and 22,497, respectively. The mortality rate was calculated
at less than 1% of infected persons. Jaime Maurtua Castaneda, Peru's general consul in Mexico, told
reporters that the Mexican government has not embargoed nor restricted Peruvian fish products,
despite media reports to the contrary. Merchants' fears, he said, are caused by a lack of technical
information on industrial processing of fish products. The consul pointed out that fish products are
sterilized at temperatures of up to 130 degrees Centigrade before they are frozen, and later exported.
Peruvian Health Minister Carlos Vidal said that the epidemic was the result of inadequate sewage
and water treatment systems. He asserted that government investment in public health over the
past 30 years was wholly inadequate. In many poor urban nieghborhoods, Vidal said, drinking water
is delivered in dirty tanks on trucks, and then stored in cisterns that are not routinely disinfected.
The minister said the government is negotiating a loan with the Inter-American Development
Bank to improve existing sewage and water treatment systems. He added that Lima also hopes
for financial assistance from other nations. A report by the Health Ministry said the government
would increase the amount of chlorine in Lima's water supply. The Associated Press reported
that France lifted a ban on Peruvian canned fish and fishmeal, while maintaining a prohibition on
frozen fish imports. Ecuadoran Industries and Trade Minister Juan Falconi told reporters that the
nation's shrimp are not infected with any virus, much less cholera. He was responding to statements
by Accion Ecologica, a local environmental group, which said that shrimp production facilities
produce bacteria similar to the virus which causes cholera. Falconi pointed out that Ecuadoran
shrimp exports do not originate from operations on the high seas, but from pools located on land
subject to strict sanitary controls. Ecuador produces shrimp in eight laboratories located along the
coast and exported to the US and Japan, among other nations. Next, Ecuador's Shrimp Producers
Chamber dismissed Accion Ecologica statements as wholly lacking scientific basis. The chamber
pointed out that such unwarranted claims could be used by foreign competitors and Ecuadoran
consumers, affecting exports and a half million people whose livelihoods are dependent on shrimp
production and sales. Feb. 21: According to a report by the Peruvian Sea Institute (Instituto del
Mar del Peru-IMARPE), no cholera contamination was found in testing at four locations along
the coast, including the Port of Callao. Tests were conducted on the basis of samples of sea water
and marine life in respective locations. Health Ministry spokesperson Alberto Galloso said 120
persons have died, and 22,497 cases of cholera infection have been confirmed. The real total of
infected persons may be 100,000, he said, because many were not yet aware of infection because
they feel no symptoms, and others are treating the disease at home and have not reported to area
hospitals and clinics. Peru has recieved some $960,000 in international assistance. Galloso said that
while the government is meeting current costs for combatting the epidemic, more resources must
be available to treat new cases. Peru has already spent $4 million for purchase of medicine and
laboratory equipment. Galloso added that chloride, sodium bicarbonate, potassium chloride and
tetracycline were needed from abroad because local supplies were low. The Brazilian government
closed its borders with Peru in some Amazonian towns, blocking Peruvian imports and passage to
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Peruvians who tried to cross over into Brazil. The Colombian government has cut off imports from
both Peru and Ecuador. No cases of cholera have been reported in Ecuador. On the list of products
prohibited from entering Colombia are vegetables, fresh fruit, herbs, fish and shellfish in any form,
unprocessed fruit juices and unpasteurized milk. Ecuadoran Industries and Trade Minister Falconi,
"It's an exaggerated reaction on Colombia's part because no Ecuadoran products have been affected
by cholera." The minister refrained from additional comments, since his government had not yet
received official notification from Bogota, although the restrictions went into effect Tuesday, Feb.
19. Feb. 22: Peru's Agricultural Ministry forwarded a communique to the European Economic
Community stating that Peruvian agricultural products are not contaminated. The Ecuadoran
government announced that it had cancelled $340 million in purchase contracts for Peruvian food
products. Media sources indicated that Bolivian officials have been destroying Peruvian seafood
imports. Health ministers from Colombia, Bolivia, Ecuador Peru and Venezuela announced plans
to meet Feb. 27 in Lima to work out a mutual agreement on mechanisms to halt the spread of the
disease. Counterparts from Brazil and Chile, and the director of the Panamerican Sanitation Office
(Oficina Sanitaria Panamericana) were invited as observers. Joint resolutions by Paraguay's Public
Health Ministry and National Sports Council prohibited travel of two soccer teams to Peru for
Libertadores de America Cup matches. One of the teams was scheduled to arrive in Lima on Feb.
26, and the other, on March 1. The official resolution contradicts a decision taken Feb. 21 by the
South American Soccer Confederation (CSF) to adhere to its original program of matches for cup
competition. Railway transport between the Chilean city of Arica and Tacna in Peru was suspended
Friday to to prevent the spread of cholera in Chile. According to Chilean Health Minister Jorge
Jimenez, after railroad cars are equipped with chemical latrines, services will be resumed. Trains
normally make three daily round trips over the 56 km. route, carrying an average 500 persons. Feb.
24: The Peruvian press has reported the deaths of at least 78 persons from cholera in the northern
departments of Ancash, Cajamarca and Amazonas. Another three deaths attributed to cholera
were reported in southern Puno department. The 81 persons received no medical attention. Feb.
25: According to Radioprogramas (Lima), a mission from the European Economic Community will
arrive in Peru March 3 for a six-day visit to study sterilization methods used by processors of food
product exports. The team is to be comprised of experts from Germany, Italy and Britain. Holland
joined France, Germany and Italy in suspending fish and agricultural product imports from Peru. As
of Monday, the Italian government was studying similar restrictions. Honduran officials suspended
an embargo imposed on 16,000 quintals of fishmeal imported from Peru after confirming that the
product was not contaminated by the cholera virus. A spokesperson for the Health Ministry said the
fishmeal had been released for sale in domestic markets, but that restrictions on Peruvian imports
will continue as long as the epidemic continues. At a press conference in Lima, Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Carlos Torres y Torres Lara told reporters that certain foreign interests are
causing export revenue losses on Peruvian food products. He said that tendentious and erroneous
"news" circulated throughout the world claims that the nation's fish and agricultural exports are
contaminated by the cholera virus. The minister said such reports are completely false, since exports
of fish and shellfish, fruits and vegetables and of canned goods are not contaminated with cholera or
any other malignant bacteria or virus, since they are sterilized. He added that 95% of fish products
are captured on the high seas; consequently, only 5% of fish products obtained in coastal waters run
of risk of contamination. An unidentified Peruvian government official cited by the Agence FrancePresse has recommended that the Education Ministry consider postponing the beginning of the new
school year (March and April), since sub-standard sanitary conditions exist in half of the nation's
public schools. Argentina, Germany, Brazil, Bolivia, Colombia, Chile, Ecuador, France, Holland,
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Italy and Venezuela have embargoed or restricted Peruvian agricultural and fish products. Official
sources reported a total of 134 deaths, and 26,340 infected persons. In Quito, daily newspaper
Hoy reported that crew members of Peruvian ships who wish to debark at the Ecuadoran city of
Esmeraldas must first be subjected to medical tests on the high sea, and wait 48 hours before leaving
their ships. Health officials in Esmeraldas, located 300 km. northwest of Quito, adopted the above
precautions over the weekend to prevent a cholera outbreak. According to unidentified sources,
12 residents of the Peruvian city of Tumbes are infected with cholera. The city is located 28 km.
from the Ecuadoran border. [Basic data from several reports by Notimex, 02/19/91; AFP, 02/19/91,
02/21/91, 02/24/91, 02/25/91; AP, 02/19/91, 02/21/91; EFE, 02/19/91, 02/22/91, 02/25/91; ACAN-EFE,
Hoy (Quito, Ecuador), 02/25/91]
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